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Conversion: Jewish Texts

Genesis 12:5
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And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions

that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went
forth to go to the land of Canaan; and to the land of Canaan they came.

Genesis Rabbah' 39:14
Those who bring others near to Judaism are accorded the same merit as though
they had given birth to them,

Esther 8:17
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And in every province, and in every city, wherever the king’'s command and his

decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day and many of
the people of the land became Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon them.

Babylonian Talmud Yevamot 24b
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But against this a contradiction is raised. Both a man who became a proselyte for the
sake of a woman and a woman who became a proselyte for the sake of a man, and
similarly, a man who became a proselyte for the sake of the royal board,? or for the
sake of joining Solomon’s servants,’ are no proper proselytes. These are the words
R. Nehemiah, for R. Nehemiah used to say: Neither lion-proselytes,* nor dream
proselytes® nor the proselytes of Mordecai and Esther® are proper proselytes unless
they become converted at the present time....

R.Isaac b. Samuel b. Marta said in the name of Rav: the halachah is in accordance

A complete verse by verse commentary on Genesis, dating from around the time of the Jerusalem Talmud.
To benefit from the king’s handouts

To be employed by the king.

Those who, like the Samaritans (11 Kings 17:25), were converted to Judaism for fear of divine punishment.
Those who embraced Judaism in response to a dream or the advice of a dreamer.

Esther 8:17 as above
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Conversion: Jewish Texts

with the opinion of him who maintained that they were all proper proselytes.

Sifre B’'Midbar’
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Rabbi® said when Israel entered the covenant it was by three things: circumcision,
immersion and by acceptance of sacrifice; for a proselyte, the same should apply.®

Babylonian Talmud Yevamot 47a

Our Rabbis taught: Currently, a person who comes to convert is addressed as
follows: ‘What have you seen that you came to be a proselyte? Don’t you know that
Israel at the present time is persecuted and oppressed, despised, harassed, and
overcome by afflictions?’ One who replies, ‘I know and yet am unworthy,’ is
accepted immediately, and is given instruction in some of the minor and some of the
major mitzvot.... The person is also told of the punishment for the transgression of
the commandments...and is informed of the reward granted for their fulfilment....The
person is not, however, persuaded or dissuaded too much. If he accepts [the
mitzvot], he is circumcised...As soon as he is healed, arrangements are made for his
immediate immersion in a mikvah, where two learned men must stand by his side
and acquaint him with some of the minor commandments and with some of the major
ones. When he comes up after his immersion, he is deemed to be an Israelite in all
respects.

Ruth 1:16-17
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16. And Ruth said, Do not entreat me to leave you, or to keep from following you;
wherever you go, | will go. Wherever you lodge, | will lodge. Your people shall be my

people, and your God my God. 17. Where you die, | will die, and there | will be

buried; the Eternal do so to me and more also, if even death parts me from you." *°

Leviticus Rabbah™ 2:9
When a proselyte comes to be converted, one receives him with an open hand so as
to bring him under the wings of the Divine Presence.

7. An early commentary, mostly midrash halachah on Numbers dating from around the time of the Mishnah,
200 CE. it is usually thought to be a product of the school of Rabbi Ishmael. Often quoted or referred to in
Talmud

8. Judah ha Nasi

9. This phrase was quoted in BT Keritot 9a.

10.Ruth is used as a prooftext for the assertion in a Talmdudic discussion by Rabbi Elazar that those charged
with teaching the potential convert shoud not go into great detail.

11. A collection of homiletical midrashim on Leviticus. Compliled sometime between 5th and 7th C. CE.



Tanhuma (ed. Buber)® Lekh Lekha 6:32

"Dearer to God than all of the Israelites who stood at Mount Sinai is the convert. Had
the Israelites not witnessed the lightning, thunder, and quaking mountain, and had
they not heard the sounds of the shofar, they would not have accepted the Torah.
But the convert, who did not see or hear any of these things, surrendered to God and
accepted the yoke of heaven. Can anyone be dearer to God than such a person?”

Babylonian Talmud Pesachim 87b
God dealt kindly with Israel in scattering them among the nations for, because of this,
proselytes were added to Israel.

Letter from Maimonides to the convert Ovadiah

”...hence you may say ‘Our God and God of our ancestors;’ for Abraham, peace be
upon him, is your father....for since you have entered beneath the wings of the
Divine presence...there is no difference between us and you....You certainly recite
the blessings; ‘Who has chosen us; Who has given us; Who has caused us to inherit;
and Who has separated us. For the Creator has already chosen you and separated
you from the nations and has given you the Torah....Further, do not belittle your
lineage: : if we trace our descent to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, your connection is
with the One by whose words the world came into being.”

Jewish texts selected by Rabbi Janet Darley

12.The edition of Tanhuma published in 1885 in Vilna is collected from several manuascripts. Midrash
Tanhuma is a collection of homilies on and aggadic interpretations of the weekly Torah readings thought ot
have been compiled in the 5th C. CE



Conversion: Jewish Texts

Genesis 12:5

And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s
son, and all their possessions that they had gathered,
and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they
went forth to go to the land of Canaan; and to the
land of Canaan they came.

Genesis Rabbah 39:14

The souls that they had made ... these are the
proselytes they cconverted ... to teach you that those
who bring idolaters near [to Judaism] and convert
them [are regarded] as though they had created
them,

Ruth 1:16-17

16. And Ruth said, Do not entreat me to leave you, or
to keep from following you; wherever you go, I will
go. Wherever you lodge, I will lodge. Your people
shall be my people, and your God my God. 17. Where
you die, I will die, and there I will be buried; the
Eternal do so to me and more also, if even death parts
me from you."

Leviticus Rabbah 2:9

When a proselyte comes to be converted, one
receives him with an open hand so as to bring him
under the wings of the Divine Presence.

Esther 8:17

And in every province, and in every city, wherever
the king’s command and his decree came, the Jews
had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day and
many of the people of the land became Jews; for the
fear of the Jews fell upon them.

Babylonian Talmud Yevamot 24b

She [a woman who converted to marry a man] is
nevertheless a proselyte. But against this a contradiction is
raised: Both a man who became a proselyte for the sake of a
woman and a woman who became a proselyte for the sake
of a man, and similarly a man who became a proselyte for
the sake of the royal board, or for the sake of joining
Solomon’s servants, are no proper proselytes. These are the
words of R. Nehemiah, for R. Nehemiah used to say:
nor dream proselytes nor the
proselytes of Mordecai and Esther are proper proselytes
R.Isaac
b. Samuel b. Marta said in the name of Rav: the halachah is

Neither lion-proselytes,

unless they become converted at the present time ...
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in accordance with the opinion of him who maintained that

they were all proper proselytes.

Nely



Babylonian Talmud Yevamot 47a

Our Rabbis taught: Currently, a person who comes to QIR 1777 72712 97 ANTR Xaw 93 1329 10
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he is healed, arrangements are made for his
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immersion, he is deemed to be an Israelite in all

respects. 1°737

‘And he is made acquainted with some of the minor, nxpPm m‘7,7 DIXn DXpn IDIR D°YT99
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the reason? — In order that if he desire to withdraw
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let him do so; for R. Helbo said: Proselytes are as
hard for Israel [to endure] as a sore, because it is Apy° n°2 5Y D01 OIOY A7 1)
written in Scripture. And the proselyte shall join

himself with them, and they shall cleave to the house

of Jacob. (Isaiah 14:1)

(See Tosafot to Kiddushin 70b, s.v. Kashin, which gives 6 explanations for this, including that of Rabbi Abraham the
Proselyte, who suggests that it is because proselytes are more expert and punctilious in the commandments and thus
highlight the faults of native-born Jews. Another is that there are many commandments in the Torah not to wrong a
stranger, and it impossible never to cause distress to a proselyte.)

Tanhuma (ed. Buber) Lekh Lekha 6:32

"Dearer to God than all of the Israelites who stood at Mount Sinai is the convert. Had the Israelites not witnessed
the lightning, thunder, and quaking mountain, and had they not heard the sounds of the shofar, they would not
have accepted the Torah. But the convert, who did not see or hear any of these things, surrendered to God and
accepted the yoke of heaven. Can anyone be dearer to God than such a person?"

Babylonian Talmud Pesachim 87b
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Letter from Maimonides to the convert Ovadiah

“...hence you may say ‘Our God and God of our ancestors;’ for Abraham, peace be upon him, is your
father....for since you have entered beneath the wings of the Divine presence...there is no difference between us
and you....You certainly recite the blessings; “Who has chosen us; Who has given us; Who has caused us to
inherit; and Who has separated us. For the Creator has already chosen you and separated you from the nations
and has given you the Torah....Further, do not belittle your lineage: if we trace our descent to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, your connection is with the One by whose words the world came into being.”
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This document is not an academic research but merely states a list of Quranic

verses (ayats), from an abundance of verses, that touch upon the subject of 'Apostasy' in the Holy
Quran. It is crucial, that to achieve a deep and thorough understanding of this topic, and a
correct interpretation of these verses, one must always refer to academic Scholars who make
references and interpretation of Quranic text, taking into consideration the elements of time and
history, together the context, in which they appear in the Holy Quran.

Apostasy in Islam is commonly defined as the rejection in word or deed of their

former religion (apostasy) by a person who was previously a follower of Islam.
The Qur'an states that God despises apostasy:

[3:72] And a party of the followers of the Book say: Avow belief in that which has been revealed
to those who believe, in the first part of the day, and disbelieve at the end of it, perhaps they go
back on their religion.
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[3:90] Surely, those who disbelieve after their believing, then increase in unbelief, their
repentance shall not be accepted, and these are they that go astray.
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[16:106] He who disbelieves in Allah after his having believed, not he who is compelled while
his heart is at rest on account of faith, but he who opens (his) breast to disbelief-- on these is the
wrath of Allah, and they shall have a grievous chastisement.

JNw ﬂgb 7 e oSy YL ek s &3y SFT oo Vs A e Al DS e

e D5 140 2 e I

[4:137] Surely (as for) those who believe then disbelieve, again believe and again disbelieve,
then increase in disbelief, Allah will not forgive them nor guide them in the (right) path.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostasy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qur'an
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God

[5:54] O you who believe! whoever from among you turns back from his religion, then Allah
will bring a people, He shall love them and they shall love Him, lowly before the believers,
mighty against the unbelievers, they shall strive hard in Allah's way and shall not fear the
censure of any censurer; this is Allah's Face, He gives it to whom He pleases, and Allah is
Ample-giving, Knowing.
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Above verses deal with apostasy directly and which state that Allah will punish and reject
apostates in the afterlife. Except 16:106-109, the verses that discuss apostasy all appear in
chapters identified as Madinan and belong to the period when the Islamic state had been
established.

Regarding monotheism and polytheism

e A public declaration or conduct that denies Islam, its beliefs, symbols or its principal
actors such as statements as "I believe in gods other than Allah", or "God has a material
form”

e Worshiping an idol

e Denying the existence of God

e Saying the world has always existed from etemity, in such a way that it denies the
existence of God as a creator

e Saying that the world is everlasting and without end, in such a way that it could be
interpreted as a denial of resurrection — although some Muslim theologians and
philosophers did challenge this view

Regarding prophethood of Muhammad (PBUH)

e Rejecting Muhammad's claim to be a prophet, or denying the concept of prophethood.

e Saying that there were prophets after Muhammad.

o Implying that one can become a prophet through spiritual exercise, since that would
imply the possibility of a prophet after Muhammad.

Texts prepared by Yousif Al-Khoei


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madinan_sura
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atheism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection
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Regarding beliefs

e Any clearly blasphemous action, such as burning the Qur'an out of contempt, and every
manner of soiling it out of contempt or hatred. The same may also apply to the Hadiths
books.

o Contradicting the positions that are upheld by a consensus (ijma) of Muslim scholars (
ulema), such as saying that prayers or fasting are not obligatory, or that the prohibition of
adultery does not have to be followed. Not following these doctrines does not make one
an apostate, but saying they need not be followed does.

e Denying that the books before Islam (i.e. Christian and Jewish Scriptures) come from
Allah (God)

Treason and war Element

Some Muslims ascribe a requirement of disbelief with an act against Islam, i.e. joining the
enemies who are at war with Muslims or as in Quran (Qur'an 5:33)"those who wage war against
God and His Apostle"

[5:32] For this reason did We prescribe to the children of Israel that whoever slays a soul, unless
it be for manslaughter or for mischief in the land, it is as though he slew all men; and whoever
keeps it alive, it is as though he kept alive all men; and certainly Our messengers came to them
with clear arguments, but even after that many of them certainly act extravagantly in the land.
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[5:33] The punishment of those who wage war against Allah and His messenger and strive to
make mischiefin the land is only this, that they should be murdered or crucified or their hands

and their feet should be cut off on opposite sides or they should be imprisoned; this shall be as a
disgrace for them in this world, and in the hereafter they shall have a grievous chastisement,
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qur'an
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadiths
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ijma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulema
http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/quran/005.qmt.html

[5:34] Except those who repent before you have them in your power; so know that Allah is
Forgiving, Merciful
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Judicial Determination
In Islamic law, apostasy must be determined by the testimony of two adult Muslim witnesses, in
respectable standing, whose accounts agree. Also, any death penalty case has to be determined

by the testimony of four adult Muslim witnesses, in respectable standing, whose accounts agree,
for the execution to occur.

Opposition to the execution based on the Qur'an and Hadith

The following verses and sayings from the Qur'an and Hadith suggest opposition to the
execution of apostates due to no mentioning of killing apostates, and that doing otherwise
contradicts with the doctrine of freedom of religion in Islam.Qur'an

[18:29] [And say [O Muhammad]: 'The truth [has now come] you're your Sustainer: let, then,
him or her who wills, believe in it, and let him or her who wills, reject it.]
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[2:256] [There shall be no coercion in matters of faith.]
o B ST

[88:21-22] [And so, [O Prophet,] exhort them; your task is only to exhort. You can not compel
them [to believe].]

2175 T s

o & a///o‘/
-
22 oy gl o
z R

[3:20] If they argue with you, say, "I have surrendered my whole being unto God, and [so have]
all who follow me' — and ask those who have been vouchsafed revelation aforetime, as well as
the unlettered people, 'Have you [too] surrendered yourselves unto Him?' And if they surrender
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qur'an
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_religion

themselves unto Him, they are on the right path; but if they turn away — behold, your duty is no
more than to deliver the message: for God sees all that is in [the hearts of] His creatures.]
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[4:137] Behold, as for those who come to believe, and then deny the truth, and again come to
believe, and again deny the truth, and thereafter grow stubborn in their denial of truth — God
will not forgive them, nor will guide them in any way.
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[39:41] Verily, We sent down to you [O Muhammad] the Book [Qur'an] for mankind in truth.
So, whosoever goes astray, he goes astray to his own loss. And you [O Muhammad] are not a
guardian over them.
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Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and fair exhortation, and remonstrate by that
which is best; indeed, your Lord, He knows best who has strayed from His way, and He
knows best those who are guided.

The Family of ‘Imran 104°
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Let there be from among you a community who call to goodness and enjoins that which is
right and forbids that which is wrong; and they are those who are successful.

It is Explained 33¢
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And who is best in speech than whosoever calls to the way of God and works righteousness
and has said, “Indeed, I am of those who have submitted”.

The Heifer 62¢
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There shall be no compulsion in religion; the truth has become clear from error, and
whosoever has rejected evil and believes in God, so has he grasped the most trustworthy
handhold, which has no breaking; and God is Hearing, Knowing.

Jonah 99°¢
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“ Quran 4; Translations by Muhammad Al-Hussaini
b Quran 3

“ Quran 41

! Ouran 2

* Quran 10
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Had your Lord so willed, they would have believed — every one in the earth together; so will
you then coerce the people until they become believers?

The Heifer 62¢
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Indeed, those who believe and those who follow the Jewish faith, and the Christians and the
Sabians; whosoever believes in God and in the Last Day and works righteousness, so to them
is their reward from their Lord, and there shall be no fear upon them nor shall they grieve.

The Family of ‘Imran 104
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Say, “O People of the Book! Come to a equitable word between us and between you that we
do not worship any except God, and do not ascribe anything as partner with Him, and that
none of us shall take others from among ourselves for lords besides God; and if they turn
back then say, ‘We bear witness that we are submitters’”.

The Pilgrimage 39-40
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Sanction is given to those who are fought, because they have been wronged; and indeed, God
is well able to aid them. They are those who were driven from their homes without just
cause, save that they said, “Our Lord is God”; for were it not for God’s checking of one
people by another, there surely would have been demolished monasteries, churches,
synagogues and mosques in which the name of God is commemorated abundantly; and God
will aid those who aid Him, and indeed, God is full of power, exalted in might.

4 Quran 22
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Matthew 28:16-20
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' Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. '’ When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. '* And Jesus came and
said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. '* Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, *° and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And
remember, [ am with you always, to the end of the age."

1 Corinthians 7:17-24
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' However that may be, let each of you lead the life that the Lord has assigned, to which God
called you. This is my rule in all the churches. '® Was anyone at the time of his call already
circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time
of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. ' Circumcision is nothing, and
uncircumcision is nothing; but obeying the commandments of God is everything. *° Let each
of you remain in the condition in which you were called. *' Were you a slave when called?
Do not be concerned about it. Even if you can gain your freedom, make use of your present
condition now more than ever. ** For whoever was called in the Lord as a slave is a freed
person belonging to the Lord, just as whoever was free when called is a slave of Christ. **
You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of human masters. ** In whatever
condition you were called, brothers and sisters, there remain with God.

Acts 2:37-43
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3" Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other
apostles, "Brothers, what should we do?" *® Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. * For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him." *° And he testified with
many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, "Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation." *' So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three
thousand persons were added. ** They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. ** Awe came upon everyone, because
many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.

Acts 8:24-40
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** Simon answered, "Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may happen
to me." ** Now after Peter and John had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they
returned to Jerusalem, proclaiming the good news to many villages of the Samaritans. °
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) *’ So he got up and went.
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians,
in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship ** and was returning
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. >’ Then the Spirit said to
Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it." *° So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" *' He replied,
"How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.

3 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a sheep he was led to
the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. ¥ Tn
his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken
away from the earth." ** The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?" > Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. *° As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water!
What is to prevent me from being baptized?" *’ ** He commanded the chariot to stop, and
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. *°
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. * But Philip found himself at Azotus, and
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.

Mark 10:17-31
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'7 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him,
"Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" '® Jesus said to him, "Why do you
call me good? No one is good but God alone. ' You know the commandments: 'You shall
not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother." " He said to him, "Teacher,
I have kept all these since my youth." *' Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack
one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; then come, follow me." ** When he heard this, he was shocked and went away
grieving, for he had many possessions. > Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples,
"How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" ** And the
disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it
is to enter the kingdom of God! * It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." *® They were greatly astounded
and said to one another, "Then who can be saved?" *’ Jesus looked at them and said, "For
mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible." ** Peter began to
say to him, "Look, we have left everything and followed you." ** Jesus said, "Truly I tell
you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or
fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, *° who will not receive a hundredfold
now in this age-- houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields with
persecutions-- and in the age to come eternal life. *' But many who are first will be last, and
the last will be first."

Luke 19:1-10
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He entered Jericho and was passing through it. > A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was
a chief tax collector and was rich. > He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of
the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. * So he ran ahead and climbed a
sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. > When Jesus came to the
place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at
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your house today." ° So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. ’ All who saw it
began to grumble and said, "He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner." ® Zacchaeus
stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor;
and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much." ° Then
Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of
Abraham. '° For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost."

Galatians 1:13-24
3 ’ \ \ 2\ ) /4 ) ~ 9 . ~ U ¢ \ S/
Hkovoote yop tnv euny aveotpodny mote ev 1@ Tovdalon® otL kad vLmepBoAiny €dlwkov
MY éxkAnoloy tod Beod kol émdplovr adtiy ™ kal Tpoékomtov év T Tovdaioud Lmep
TOAAOUG GUVMALKLWTAG €V TG) YEVEL OV TEPLOCOTEPWE (NAWTNG DTAPXWY TOV TUTPLKOV OV
14 15 o \ 5 14 ¢ \ ¢ ) ’ ) ’ 14 \
ToPodOCEWY ote O0e €LOOKNOEY [0 Beog] O adoploac We €K KOLALOEG KNTPOG MOL Kol
’ \ ~ ’ b ~ 16 / \ 3 b ~ 2 ) \ v b ’
KoA€oog OLer ThHS xopLtog cvtod amoka AUl TOV ULOV oUTOD €V €pol Ly eloryyeALlwuoL
5\ ) ~ ’” Ny F) ’ \ \ Y4 17 S )
oUTOV €V TOLG €BvecLy eVBewC oL TPOOKVEBEUNY CoPKL Kol CLLULOTL 0LO€e aviABov el
¢ ’ ) A 0 ~ 2 ’ ) N A ) s ’ \ ’
TepocoAuvpo mpog toug mPo epod amootoAoug aAde amfABor eic "Apafloay kol moALY
¢ ’ h) ’ 18 o \ ’ b4 S A ) 3 ’ 3 ~
vmeoTpefor €L AopooKOv Emevta pete tpla €étn avijAbor elc TepocoAupe LoTtopfiooL
Kndav kol éméuetve mpog adtor fuépag dekamévte ' €tepor 8¢ TV amooTéAwY oVk €ldov
> AER P4 \ ) \ ~ ’ 20 o \ 4 ¢~ > N 4 ~ ~ U b
el un TekwpPov tov adeidov tod kuplov o 66 ypadw LULY LdoL evwmiov tod Beod OTL 0oV
Pebdopar ' émerta HABov eig to kAlpota thg Tuplag kel [thc] Kiiikiog # funy &¢
Gyrooluevoc T¢ TPoowTw Tolc ékkAnatoig the Tovdaiog tailc év Xprot *° pdvov 8¢
arxovovteg foowv 0tL ‘O SLWkwy MU mote vOv edoyyedlletal Thy TLOTLY Y Tote €mOpBel
kel €80Eafov €v éuol Tov Bedv

24

3 You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting the
church of God and was trying to destroy it. '* I advanced in Judaism beyond many among
my people of the same age, for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. '
But when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was
pleased '° to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles, I did not
confer with any human being, '’ nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were already
apostles before me, but [ went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards I returned to
Damascus. '* Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with
him fifteen days; '° but I did not see any other apostle except James the Lord's brother. * I
what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie! *' Then I went into the regions of Syria
and Cilicia, ** and I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea that are in Christ; >
they only heard it said, "The one who formerly was persecuting us is now proclaiming the
faith he once tried to destroy." ** And they glorified God because of me.

n
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matthew 18.1-5
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1 8At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ “He called a child, whom he put
among them, “and said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
“Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven. "Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me.

john 3.1-8
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Kal MVeELUATOG, 0V dUvatal eioeAOelv eig TV PaciAeiav Tov
O£0v. °TO YEYEVVIUEVOV €K TIG OAQKOG OAQE E0TLY, KAl TO
YEYEVVIUEVOV €K TOV MVEVUATOG MVEVUA E0TLV. 7Un
Oavpaong 0t eimov oot, Aet Vuag yevvnOnvatr AvwBev. 1o
MVeELUA OToV O€AeL MVeL, KAl TNV GwVNV aTOL AKOVELS, AAA'
ovKk 0idag mABev égxetal kal mov VTAYeL: OVTWGS 0TIV ARG O
YEYEVVIHEVOG €K TOU MVEVUATOG.

3Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.

“He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs
that you do apart from the presence of God.’ “Jesus answered him,
‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without
being born from above.’ “Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?’ “Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you,
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. “What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit
is spirit. ‘Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born
from above.” ®The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’

romans 12.1-2
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1 21 appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of

God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same function, °so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. “We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
‘ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; °the exhorter, in
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; ‘“love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. *'Do
not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. ’Rejoice in hope, be
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. “Contribute to the needs of the
saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. *°Live in harmony with
one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to
be wiser than you are. *’Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought
for what is noble in the sight of all. ‘°If it is possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all.
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