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King David

Story found between I Samuel 16 & I Kings 2 (= 42 chapters!)
Paralleled in I Chronicles 2-29 (= 28 chapters!)

Family background
Great-grandson of Ruth, a Moabite woman, and Boaz (Ruth 4)
Youngest of 8 brothers
Raised as shepherd

Anointing and friendshiﬁ with King Saul
Anointed by roF et Samuel to succeed Saul (I Samuel 16)
Musician to gau (I Samuel 16)
Killed Goliath the Philistine in battle (I Samuel 17)

The hostility of Saul
Saul tries to eliminate David (I Samuel 18, 19)
Friendship with Saul’s son Jonathan (I Samuel 18-20)

Flight from Saul (I Samuel 19-31)
David establishes an independent military force to defend outlying
communities
Spares Saul’s life twice
Allies with Philistines, but not required to fight Saul’s forces, Saul killed
in battle by Philistines (I Samuel 31, II Samuel 1)

King in Hebron for 7 years (II Samuel 2-4)
Ruler of 2 southern tribes
Civil war with Saul’s supporters

King in Jerusalem for 33 years

Ruler over all 12 tribes

Conquers Jerusalem as his capital (II Samuel 5)

Conquers neighbouring nations

Brings Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem as preliminary to building the
Temple (II Samuel 6)

Affair with Bathsheba wife of Uriah the Hittite (II Samuel 11)

Problems with sons, rebellion of Absalom (II Samuel 13-20)

Scheming of Bathsheba and Nathan the prophet against Adonijah leads to
naming of Solomon as David’s successor (I Kings 1)

Dies in ripe old age (I Kings 2)

Reputed author of many psalms (73)
Ancestor of the Messiah
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Il Samuel 12:1

" Then the Eternal sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and sald to him,
‘There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. > The rich
man had very many flocks and herds; * but the poor man had nothing but one
little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him
and with his chlldren it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup,
and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. * Now there came a
traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to
prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s
lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.” > Then David’s
anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, ‘As the Eternal
lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; ° he shall restore the lamb
fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.” ' Nathan said to
David, ‘You are the man! ... (translation based on NRSV)
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Psalm 51 :0"0 NN

" For the choirmaster. A psalm of David. > When Nathan the prophet
came to him after he had been with Bathsheba.

> Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according
to your abundant mercy blot out my transgress1ons * Wash me thoroughly from
my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. > For I know my transgressions, and
my sin is ever before me. ¢ Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done



what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and
blameless when you dpass %udgment Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when
my mother conceive You de81re truth in the inward being; therefore teach
me wisdom in my secret heart. ° Purge me_ with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than SNOW. ® Let me hear joy and gladness; let
the bones that you have crushed rejoice. ° Hide your face from my sins, and blot
out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and
i ht spirit within me. ' Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not
e your holy spirit from me, * Restore to me the joy of your salvatlon and
sustaln in me a willing sp1r1t " Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and
sinners will return to you. '* Deliver me from bloodshed, O Go d, O God of my
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your dehverance O Lord, open
my li ﬁp and my mouth will declare your praise. '° For you have no deli rght in
sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. "~ The
sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O
God, you will not desplse ® Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem, ' then you will delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings

and whole burnt offermgs then bulls will be offered on your altar,
(translation based on NRSV)
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So, who 1s the most praiseworthy among the prophets and the most
praiseworthy in kingship? The most praiseworthy among the prophets? This is

Moses, as it is said: ‘And Moses ascended to God’ (Exodus 19:3). The most

pralseworthy in kin Shlr%? This is David
drash Tefiillim (‘“Midrash on Psaims)) 1:2.
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David: He was the master of those who received the holy spirit, just as Moses
our teacher was the master of the prophets.
Jacob Zevi Jolles (c.1778-1825), Qehillat Ya'akov (‘The Congregation of
Jacob’ [Deuteronomy 33:4]) (Lemberg/Lvov, 1870), pt. 2, p. Sa.




Luke 1:30-33
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But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God.
You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
for ever; his kingdom will never end.’

Luke 2:1, 3-5; 8-11
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In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world.... And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph
also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to be
registered with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him, and was expecting a

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks by night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.

John 7:41-42
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‘How can the Christ come from Galilee? Does not the Scripture say that the Christ
will come from David’s family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?”’

Mark 2:23-30
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One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields and as his disciples walked
along, they began to pick some ears of corn. The Pharisees said to him, ‘Look, why
are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?’ He answered, ‘Have you never read
what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need? In the days of
Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread,
which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.’
Then he said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So
the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.

Matthew 22:41-46
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While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, ‘What do you think
about the Christ? Whose son is he?” “The son of David’, they replied. He said to them,
‘How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him Lord? For he says,

“The Lord said to my Lord,

Sit at my right hand

Until I put your enemies under your feet.”

If then David calls him ‘Lord’, how can he be his son?’

No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any
more questions.

Mark 10:46-52
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Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd,
were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the son of Timaeus), was
sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he



began to shout, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.” Many rebuked him and told
him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me.’ Jesus
stopped and said, ‘Call him.” So they called to the blind man, ‘Cheer up! On your
feet! He’s calling you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to
Jesus. “What do you want me to do for you?’ Jesus asked him. The blind man said
‘Rabbi, I want to see.” ‘Go’, said Jesus, ‘your faith has healed you’ Immediately he
received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

Mark 11:7-10
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When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many
people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in
the fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted ‘Hosanna! Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our
father David! Hosanna in the highest!’

Acts 2:22-36

2 7Avdpec TopamAital diodonte tolg Adyouc toltoug: ‘Incodr tov Nalwpaiov
avdpe amodedeLyuévor ano toD Beod elg DUAC SUVUUESLY Kol TEPUOLY Kol OMUeLloLg ol
¢ émoinoer &L adtod 6 Bedc év péow VLAY kobwg adtol otdate *  todtov T
WPLOpérn PouAf) kol Tpoyvwoel Tod Beod €kdotov Suk XeLpOg GVOUWY TPOOTNEXVTEC
areilate ** Ov 6 6ed¢ dvéotnoer Moo oG WSivec Tod Oavdtou kebdTL OVK HY
duvatov kpateloBol adtov OT adtod * Aavld yip Aéyel el adtév Ipoopduny tov
kOpLov évaméy pouv Sui moawtde Ot ék SeELdy pol éotiy Tva pn oadevbd *° Sud
t00t0 MUPpardn pov 1 kopdlo kol NYEAALOKOKTO 1) YADOOH WOL €TL 8¢ kol T oapE
Lo kaTooknvwoel ém eamior 2’ bti ok éymwkeﬁhag Y Puxny pou €ig adny odde
dwoelg Tov boLéy oou i8elv SradBopdr 2 Eyvdplodc pot oéoug (wiig ﬂanwOELg e
eud)poouvng pew ToD ﬁpoowﬂou oov % ”Avépec; adeAdol €Eov elmely pew mxppnouxg
TPOG DUag mepl toD matpLapyov Aavid OtL kol €tedeltnoer kol €tadn kol TO prfjuc
abtod oty év Uiy dxpL the Nuépog tadtne ¥ mpodrng obv Dmapywy kol €idwe
0TL Opkw Wpooer adTe) O Bedg €k kapTod Thg dopvog ahTod KadlowL €Ml TOV Bpovov
adtod ' mpoildwr éddAncer mepl ThC dvootdoewc tod Xpiotod OtL olte
Eykaterelddn elg adny olite 1 okpE adtod €idev SLadBopav ** todrov tov ‘Incodv
Gréotnoer 6 Bedc ol mivteg TUelc €oper paptupec P Th SefLd obr tod Beod
VPwoelg Ty te émoyyedlar Tod mreduatog Tod aylov AePwr mape Tod Tatpog EEéyecey
t00t0 O Uuelc [kal] PAémete kol drovete ** o0 yop Aavld GUépn eic Tolg odpavolc
Aéyer Se adtdc Elmer kiplog t@ kuplw pov Kdbou ek 6eELdr pou *° éwe dv 80 tolg
&xBpolc oou DMomAGLor TAY TodAY cou P AopaAdC o0V YLYWOoKéTw TEC O0LKOC
Topand 0tL kel kUpLov adtov kel XpLotov émoinoer O Bedg todtor tov ‘Incody Ov
VUELG E0TaUPLIoNTE

‘Men of Israel, listen to this. Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you
by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you
yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and
foreknowledge, and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing
him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agaony of



death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. David said about
him:

“I saw the Lord always before me.

Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices,

My body also will live in hope,

Because you will not abandon me to the grave,

Nor will you let your Holy One see decay.

You have made known to me the paths of life,

You will fill me with joy in your presence.”

Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and
his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised
him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what
was ahead he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the
grave, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life and we are all
witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of God he has received from the Father
the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. For David
did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,

“The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right hand

Until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”

Therefore let all Israel be assured of this. God has made this Jesus whom you
crucified both Lord and Christ.’

Romans 1:3-4
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This is the gospel concerning his Son who, in terms of human nature, was born a
descendant of David, and who, in terms of the Spirit and of holiness, was designated
Son of God in power by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.



The Heifer 251
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So they routed them by God’s leave and David slew Goliath; and God gave him the dominion
and wisdom, and taught him of that which He wills; and if God had not repelled some people
by others, the earth would have been corrupted; but God is Possessor of Bounty upon
creation.

Sad 17°
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Bear with what they say, and remember Our servant David, possessor of might; indeed was
he ever turning in repentance.

“ Quran 2; Texts selected by Amin Ahmadi
" Quran 38; Texts selected by Amin Ahmadi
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