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Introduction

As citizens, we all share land’ as a topographical reality. And given the scarcity of space
for everyone to live and pursue their vision of the good life in the UK, this can be
troublesome enough. ‘Land’, which for many of us translates probably best into square
meters on the umpteenth floor of a building owned by someone else tellingly called a
landlord, is all too often a mere commodity. How then can we hope to make London
our ‘home’?

Within the Abrahamic faiths, ‘land’ obviously has other connotations, and a relatively
small stretch of land at the Eastern end of the Mediterranean is awash with claims and
stakes that baffle onlookers and excite communities all over the world. While it is
important to separate the question of the ‘Holy Land’ from our inter-community
relations in the UK, it would be naive to ignore it. To be sure, Scriptural Reasoning
cannot heal rifts that are often too deep to fathom. But it is good that the laws of this
land allow us meet and be different, and being accepting of difference is what SR is
about. To be able to speak as friends about the open wounds of our communities is
then a way of making the land right here under our feet, if I may use a rather hackneyed
and trite interfaith term in its original meaning, our common ground.

Karsten van Sander
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Leviticus 19:9-14

9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or
gather the gleanings of your harvest.

10 Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen.
Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God.

11 Do not steal. Do not lie. Do not deceive one another.

12 Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the
LORD.

13 Do not defraud your neighbour or rob him. Do not hold back the wages of a hired
man overnight.

14 Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your
God. I am the LORD.
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Deuteronomy 30:1-10

1 When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you and you take
them to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations,
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2 and when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all
your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today,
3 then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and
gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you.
4 Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there
the LORD your God will gather you and bring you back.
5 He will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take
possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers.
6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants,
so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.
7 The LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies who hate and persecute
you.
8 You will again obey the LORD and follow all his commands I am giving you today.
9 Then the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your
hands and in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your
land. The LORD will again delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he delighted
in your fathers,
10 if you obey the LORD your God and keep his commands and decrees that are written
in this Book of the Law and turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul.

15 090N

DM, NI N

N3OIY) AN AR XIND M2

DN NII-DY) ATD DIA-DY NIN-D A
AT DIPN2, 0P MM-I102 N2Y-N )
:122-92) 0092 1

NPT YIYI D) 5799 K)Y2 RYY-ND IYN
AYVIONOND NPT MM NN ;NI NY N

NP APY PROVRIN 5 IVTTNT,M )
;D21 NN ANV, DPYN] DWYINY 3
A0 TR N2

(TN TN MM N

DNNIN N2, MDY ;AN Y M
FD2WONNI INYY DOYRY ,DIWYINY 0
TR0 TR N

CTV22D TN N NINON

20 712D TN NN --NINAY M

Psalm 24

1 The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;

2 for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.

3 Who may ascend the hill of the LORD ? Who may stand in his holy place?

4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or
swear by what is false.

5 He will receive blessing from the LORD and vindication from God his Saviour.

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, O God of Jacob.
Selah
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7 Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory
may come in.
8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory
may come in.
10 Who is he, this King of glory? The LORD Almighty — he is the King of glory. Selah
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Kata MatOatov 28:16-20
16 OL d¢ €vdeka padntat émogevOnoav eig v FaAdatav eig 10 6gog o0
éta&arto avtoic 0 Tnoovg,
17 kal DOVTEG AVTOV TTEOOEKVVN|OAY, OL OE €dioTaoav.
18 kat mpooeABwv 6 Inoovg EAdANoev avtolg Aéywv, EdOON ot maoa
ggovoia év ovpave kat €t [tnc] yne.
19 mopevOévteg 0OV pabnrevoate mavta T £€0vn, PamtiCovtec avTOLG €ig
TO HVOUA TOV TTATQOS KAL TOV VIO Katl TOL Ayiov mveVHATOG,
20 0WACKOVTEG AVTOVG TNEELY TTAVTA O0Q EVETELAAUNV DHLV: Katl DoV éyw
HeD' DUV el TATAS TAG NHEQAS WG TNG OLVTEAELAG TOV AlVOG.

Matthew 28:16-20

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them
to go.

17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me.

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”
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Quran 27:61

61 Or, Who has made the earth firm to live in; made rivers in its midst; set thereon
mountains immovable; and made a separating bar between the two bodies of flowing
water? (can there be another) god besides Allah. Nay, most of them know not.
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Quran 39:5

5 He created the heavens and the earth in true (proportions): He makes the Night
overlap the Day, and the Day overlap the Night: He has subjected the sun and the moon
(to His law): Each one follows a course for a time appointed. Is not He the Exalted in
Power - He Who forgives again and again?
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Quran 17:1-8

1 Glory to ((Allah)) Who did take His servant for a Journey by night from the Sacred
Mosque to the farthest Mosque, whose precincts We did bless,- in order that We might
show him some of Our Signs: for He is the One Who heareth and seeth (all things).

2 We gave Moses the Book, and made it a Guide to the Children of Israel,
(commanding): "Take not other than Me as Disposer of (your) affairs."

3 O ye that are sprung from those whom We carried (in the Ark) with Noah! Verily he
was a devotee most grateful.

4 And We gave (Clear) Warning to the Children of Israel in the Book, that twice would
they do mischief on the earth and be elated with mighty arrogance (and twice would they
be punished)!

5 When the first of the warnings came to pass, We sent against you Our servants given to
terrible warfare: They entered the very inmost parts of your homes; and it was a warning
(completely) fulfilled.

6 Then did We grant you the Return as against them: We gave you increase in resources
and sons, and made you the more numerous in man-power.

7 If ye did well, ye did well for yourselves; if ye did evil, (ye did it) against yourselves. So
when the second of the warnings came to pass, (We permitted your enemies) to disfigure
your faces, and to enter your Temple as they had entered it before, and to visit with
destruction all that fell into their power.

8 It may be that your Lord may (yet) show Mercy unto you; but if ye revert (to your sins),
We shall revert (to Our punishments): And we have made Hell a prison for those who
reject (all Faith).



