Texts for Jewish-
Muslim Reading

Mosque and Synagogue

Children of Abraham



Jewish Texts on the Synagogue

HowegoodeareoyouretentseDd acob,eyouredwellingeplaceseD
IsraelldNumbers@4:5)

“Dwellingeplaces” e-esynagogueseandesanctuarieseofeGod
seteaparteford God]etoecauseeHisenameetoad wellethere,eand
tooreceiveotheoprayersoofethoseewhoepray.eAndeitesays
“Howogood”ebecauseotheyobenefitenoteonlyethoseewho
makeauseeofethem,ebutetheeentireepeople.es(ObadiaheSforno
addoc.¢ltaliandiblecommentatora.e1470—c.é1550])

Mishnah,Megillah®hapter$
3.¢l.dfetheepeopleenfeactowneselletheerityesquarectheyemust
buye ae synagoguee withe itse proceeds;e ife theyo sello a
synagoguedheyanustdbuyaneArkd withdtseproceeds];dfean
Ark,etheyemustédbuydScrollJewrappings;eifewrappings,ethey
mustebuyeBookse|ofetheeScriptures];eifeBooks,etheyomust
buydasscrolleof]ethedl orah.eButdfetheysolddascrollef]dhe
TorahetheyemayenotebuyeBookse|ofethesScriptures];eoreif
Booksdofethedscriptures],etheyemayenotéduyewrappings;eor
ifewrappings,etheyemayenotebuyeaneArk;eoreifeaneArk,ethey
mayenotbuyasynagogue;@rdfasynagogue,¢heyanayenot
buyeaneopenespace.e50,6too,ewithetheeresidued ofetheeprice
ofeanyeofethese].éTheyemayenotesellotoeaeprivatesperson
whatewaseaepublicepossession,eforetherebyetheyelowersits
sanctity —theewordseofeRabbieJudah.éTheyesaidetochim:el f
so,dtheyemay]enoteevendsell]eanythingdromeadargeretown
tomsmaller.

2.8Theyemayenoteselleassynagogueeexcepteonetheecondition
thatewhenetheyowishetheyomayoetakeoitobackeagain —the
wordseofeRabbieMeir.eButetheesbagesesay:dI’heyemayeselleit
forealletimeeexcepteforduseens]efourethings:eacbathehouse,ea
tannery,eandmmersionepool,ereairinal.eRabbidudaheays:
Theyomayeselleoiteforeaecourtyardeandethesbuyeremayeodo
withdtewhateheowill.

3.eMoreovereRabbigudahesaid:d Even]eifeacsynagogueswas
ineruinselamentatione fore thee deade mayenotebeemade
therein,enoremayetheyetwisteropesetherein orestretcheout
netsetherein,eorespreadeouteproducee] toedry]eoneitseroofeor
makeeofeiteasshortecut ; foreiteisewritten,o’ Andelewillebring
youresanctuarieseintoedesolation” o(Leviticuse26:31) — etheir
sanctitye[endures]o althoughetheyoliee desolate.o Ifoherbs
springeupethereinetheyemayenotebeepluckedeupebecauseeof
griefeofesoul.
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Babylonian¥almud,"Megillah# (excerptsdromdhedsemaracommentary@ndhedoregoingdvlishnahegassages)

Ravaoe said:o Weo learne thise [thate onee maye noto sello a
synagogueexceptadoduyanark,etc.|@nlydneaaaseswhere
iteisonotesoldebyetheesevenoworthieseofetheocityoinothe
presencee ofotheemeneofetheocity;obutewhenotheoseven
worthieseofetheecityeselld[it]einetheepresenceeofetheemeneof
theecity,eevenetoebuyebeerewithethesproceedseisoquiteein
order.¢Gemara,@B.dVlegillah®6aeb)

RavePapaiesaideinetheenameeofeRava:elteisepermittedeto
[changeethedfunctionenfeadbuilding]efromeassynagoguectoea
studyehouse,ebutefromeaestudyshousestoeassynagogueois
forbidden.eRavePapa,chowever,etaughtetheeoppositecinethe
nameafeRavalRaveAchasaid:eRavd’apai’seversiondsemore
likely,esinceeRabbie] oshuaebeneleviesaid:el teisepermittedeto
changeaesynagoguedntoeachouseefestudy.eY ouemayeinfer
itefrometheefollowing:eBareKapparaeexpounded:eWhateis
theemeaningeofetheoverse,o“Hee[Nebuzaradan]eburntethe
house@fdhedternaldOneeanddhechousefdhedking;eandeall
thechousesefd erusalemeandehechousewfeeveryegreateman
(gadol)eheeburntewithefire.” o(IleKingse25:9)e“ Theshouseeof
theoEternaloOne”emeansotheeHolyoTemple,0“theoking’s
house”o meanse thee royale palace;eo “alle thee housese of
Jerusalem” e-easeitesounds.&’ Andetheshouseeofeevery gadol
(great)”@—oRabbio]ochananeandeRabbie]oshuaobeneLevi
[interpretedifferently]:eoneesaide[itemeans]eaoplaceewhere
theyemagnifydor:egrow]el orah,ethe@theressaidditemeans]ea
placeewhereetheyemagnifydor:egrow]eprayer.elheeconeeswho
sayse[itemeans]dl orahe[appealseto]etheeverse,&TheeEternal
Oneoodesired,ofororighteousness’osake,otoemagnifyethe
Toraheandemakeeitehonourable.” o(Isaiahe42:21)oTheeoone
whoesaide[itemeans]eprayere[appealsetoetheoverse],o“Tell
me,eplease,ealletheegreatethingsethateElishachasedone,” o(I1
Kings&#:4)andewhateverelishaalid, dheadiddydprayersdor]
mercy.oYouemayeconcludeethateitewaseRabbie] oshuaeben
Leviewhossaidditemeans]eaeplaceewherectheyemagnifyefor:
grow]e Torah,esinceo Rabbie Joshuaobeno Leviesaid:eIteis
permittedetoechangeeaesynagoguesintoeashouseeofestudy.
g-e.d.¢Gemara,eB.dMegillah6be27a)

OureRabbisetaught:elnesynagogueseonesmustenotebehave
frivolously,eoreeat,eoredrink,eoreadorneoneself,oorestroll
about.@Dneemustenotenterdnesunnyeweatheredoeescapeethe
suneoreinerainyeweatherstoeescapeetheerain,enoredoeseone
giveeaceulogyeforeaeprivateeindividual.eButeoneemayeread
Scriptureeandestudye[rabbinicelaw]eandegivesaceulogyefor
theemanye[Rashiecomments:eforeaescholarewhoedied,efor
whomeallemusteassembleeandepronounceeeulogy,eandethe
synagoguedsauitabledforahisesincedtdseadargeduilding]e..
RaveAssiesaid:e[hessynagogueseineBabyloniaewereebuilteon
conditione|thateothereactivitiesecouldetakeeplaceeinethem],
buteevenesoeoneemustenotebehaveefrivolously.eAndewhat
doesdhatemean?d Oneamustenotalo]eaccounts.¢ Gemara,eB.
Megillah&?8aeb)
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“[Sayotherefore:oThusesaysetheoLord,otheeEternaloOne:
Althoughddaveaemoveddhemdareffeamongeheenations,
andalthoughddavescattereddhemamongdhedands, |oyetd
havedeendodhemaeseadittlesanctuarydindhedandsewhere
theyohaveocome],”oRabbiolsaacesaid:othiserefersotoothe
synagogueseandestudyehouseseineBabylonia.eRabbieEleazar
said:eiterefersotoetheshouseoofeoureTeachereineBabylonia
[RaveoreAbbaeAricha,etheefirstegreateBabylonianetalmudic
teacher].oRavaeexpounded:eWhateisetheemeaningeofethe
verse,d'Od.ord, oY oudhavedeenuralwellingeplace” {Psalm
90:1)?eThiserefersetoesynagoguesoandehousesoofostudy.
Abbayessaid:eAtdfirsteleusedetosstudyeatehomeeandeprayein
theo synagogue,o bute sincee Io hearde whate Davide said:
“EternaléDne,ddovedhedabitationefeY ourchouse,” {Psalm
26:8)dehavestudieddonly]einethessynagogue. Gemara,eB.
Megillahé29a)

Midrash

Godesays:eWhoehaseeverecomeeintoeassynagoguesandehas
notdoundeMyegloryehere?eRabbieAivuesaid:dVhatdsemore,
wheneyousstanddnesynagogue,dGodestandsebyeyoursside.
Whencedisdhisalerived]?dFordtdsesaid: ¢’ Godestandsdndhe
congregationeofeGod.” o(Ps.e82:1)eGodsays:eNotemerelyedo
youaeceiveehedivined’resencednehesynagogue,duteyou
alsodeavedtdadenewitheblessings,easditesays, &' Forewhoever
findseMeefindselife,eandeobtainsefavourefrometheoFEternal
One.”e(ProverbseB:35)e(MidrasheDeuteronomyeRabbah,eKi
Tavo,&y:2)

“Myebelovedeiselikeeasgazelle” g SongeofeSongseR:9)eAsethe
gazelledeapsdromeplaceetogplace,dfromedencedodence,efrom
treedodreeaanddromeoothdodooth,sodheddolydne,ewho
isblessed, gumpseanddeapsdromesynagoguedosynagogue,
andewhyeallethis?el'oeblesselsrael, easeiteisesaid, o Ineevery
placeawhered@ausedMyenamedodeanentioned, dewilleome
toeyoueaandeblesseyou.” o Exoduse20:21)e(MidrasheNumbers
Rabbah,dNaso,¢ 1:2)
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The Heifer 125¢

And when we made the House a resort for
mankind, and place of security, and take
you the station of Abraham as a place of
prayer, and we covenanted Abraham and
Ishmael to, “Purify you both my house for
those who circumambulate it and those
who retreat therein and bow and
prostrate”.

The Table 97°

God made the Kaba, the Sacred House, a
standard for mankind, and the Sacred
Month, and the sacrificial animals and the
garlands; that is so you may know that
God knows whatsoever is in the heavens
and whatsoever is in the earth, and that
God is Knower of all things.

Hadith

The Messenger of God, may God bless
him and grant him peace, said, “When one
of you enters the mosque, he should say,
‘O God! Open for me the doors of your
mercy’; and when he goes out, he should
say, ‘O God! I beg of your grace of you’”

The Messenger of God, may God bless
him and grant him peace, said, “Whoever
builds a mosque, desiring thereby God’s
pleasure, God builds for him the like of it
in paradise.”

“ Quran 2; Texts selected by Shahid Hussain
b Quran 5
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